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Obstacles? Deal with Them Now
by: Brian Cavanaugh, T.O.R., The Sower's Seeds

An old farmer had plowed around a large rock in one of his fields for years. He had broken several
plowshares and a cultivator on it and had grown rather morbid about the rock.

After breaking another plowshare one day, and remembering all the trouble the rock had caused him
through the years, he finally decided to do something about it.

When he put the crowbar under the rock, he was surprised to discover that it was only about six inches
thick and that he could break it up easily with a sledgehammer. As he was carting the pieces away he had
to smile, remembering all the trouble that the rock had caused him over the years and how easy it would
have been to get rid of it sooner.

Hang In There

by: Author Unknown, Source Unknown

Nicolo Paganini was a well-known and gifted nineteenth century violinist. He was also well known as a
great showman with a quick sense of humor. His most memorable concert was in Italy with a full
orchestra. He was performing before a packed house and his technique was incredible, his tone was
fantastic, and his audience dearly loved him. Toward the end of his concert, Paganini was astounding his
audience with an unbelievable composition when suddenly one string on his violin snapped and hung
limply from his instrument. Paganini frowned briefly, shook his head, and continued to play, improvising
beautifully.

Then to everyone's surprise, a second string broke. And shortly thereafter, a third. Almost like a slapstick
comedy, Paganini stood there with three strings dangling from his Stradivarius. But instead of leaving the
stage, Paganini stood his ground and calmly completed the difficult number on the one remaining string.

Are You Strong Enough to Handle Critics?

by: Theodore Roosevelt, Source Unknown

It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer
of deeds could have done them better.

The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and
blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes short again and again because there is no effort without
error and shortcomings, who knows the great devotion, who spends himself in a worthy cause, who at his
best knows in the end the high achievement of triumph and who at worst, if he fails while daring greatly,
knows his place shall never be with those timid and cold souls who know neither victory nor defeat.
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Lessons from an Oyster

by: Author Unknown, Source Unknown

There once was an oyster whose story | tell,

Who found that some sand had got into his shell.
It was only a grain, but it gave him great pain.

For oysters have feelings although they're so plain.

Now, did he berate the harsh workings of fate

That had brought him to such a deplorable state?

Did he curse at the government, cry for election,

And claim that the sea should have given him protection?
'No," he said to himself as he lay on a shell,

Since | cannot remove it,

I shall try to improve it.

Now the years have rolled around, as the years always
do,

And he came to his ultimate destiny stew.

And the small grain of sand that had bothered him so
Was a beautiful pearl all richly aglow.

Now the tale has a moral, for isn't it grand

What an oyster can do with a morsel of sand?

What couldn't we do if we'd only begin

With some of the things that get under our skin.

Are you Blessed?

by: Bill Greer, Chicken Soup for the Veteran's Soul

If you woke up this morning with more health than illness.......... you are more blessed than the
million who will not survive this week.

If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of
torture, or the pangs of starvation....... you are ahead of 500 million people in the world.

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep...you
are richer than 75% of this world.

If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace....... you are
among the top 8% of the world's wealthy.

If your parents are still alive and still married........ you are very rare, even in the United States.

If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful.....you are blessed because
the majority can, but most do not.

If you prayed yesterday and today........ you are in the minority because you believe God does hear
and answer prayers.

If you can read now, you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read
at all.



